2o6            CREATION AND ITS RECORDS.
ject here. It will be observed that on the older interpretation, which passed over the special act of God in designing and publishing the design^ and descended at once to the earth to the process of producing the designed forms, this order was matter of great importance. .
Granting the supporters of this view that the six days are unequal periods often of vast duration, with or without important subdivisions, they are bound to make out that each creation began, and was at any rate well advanced, before the next began. We ought, in fact, to see a period more or less prolonged when the whole of what is indicated in the plant verse was well advanced, before any marine or freshwater life appeared at all.1
All attempts to make out that this was so, have proved failures. It is assumed, for instance (and justly so), that life on the globe began with low vegetable forms ; these represented the " grass " of the text, and it is suggested that the "fruit tree" is represented by the Devonian and Carboniferous conifers. This in itself is a very strained view. .It is recollected that the terms used are not scientific, but for the world at large ; but without confining " fruit tree" to mean only trees having edible fruit, still the appearance of a few first species of conifers in the
1 There was " evening and* morning " of the third day, z,e.t beginning and completion, and also the whole interval of the fourth day, before the command of the fifth.